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Students get introduction to law at Learning Center

By ROBERT GUBBINS
Legal News

“Twelve thousand people a vear visit the
Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center.”
said Rachael L. Drenovsky, Learning Center
Coordinator.

Located in the Hall of Justice in Lansing,
the Learning Center, which opaned s doors
in 2002, is a public education center that
introduces children and adults to the Michi-
gan Court system,

Designed for students from the fourth
grade to adults, the Learning Center is filled
with activities including an introductory
video, interactive computer programs. push
bution programs, and traditional wall text pan-
els. The cxhibits are designed to promote
questions znd discussion.

“This swnmer,” said Drenovsky, “we have
rwo programs, called Exploring Careers in the
Law, planned for middle and high scheol su-
dents.” Middle school students will learn
about legal carcers. The week-long program,
which includes a vigit to the Ingham County
54A District Court, is scheduled for July.

“The program for high school students
takes place in June.” she said The students
wilt prepare zn appeliate argument using facts
from a case ju_;u,u by the \IICE’}IEJ} Court of

Appeals. The students play all the roles.

Drenovsky and volunteer judges, lawyers,
court staff and law students teach both cours-

A Law Day celebration, called Liberty
Under the Law, takes place on May 1. Pro-
grams will focus on the heritage of liberty
urder the law and how the rule of law makes
democracy possible in the United States.

The Learning Center is a resource for edu-
cators and others who speak on the court sys-
tem in Michigan. This summer a full-day sem-
inar for kindergarten through twelfth grade
educators is planned.

“We also have resource guides for teaching
core democratic values, the role of oral argu-
ments in the appellate process in Michigan
Supreme Court and MEAP (Michigan Educa-
tional Assessment Program) benchmarks for
social studies,” Drenovsky said,

Exhihits in the Learning Center are divided
into two categeries. The “How the Court
affects You” exhibits include information on
voting rights, traffic citations, freedom of the
press. locker searches at school and the three
branches of government. The trial courtroom,
ar exhibit for “A Day in the Court,” includes

compuier activities examining the roles of

courtroom personnel,
Vigitors to the Learning Center come from

i

around the state, the country and the world,
Recently a gzroup from the Republic of
Maoldova toured the center. Visitors have also
come from California, Oregon, Flonida and
Crermany, Russia and the Czech Republic.
Walk-ins, who can take a self-puided tour, are
welcome.

Groups can schedule tours that are led by
trained volunteers. “Tours generally focus on
the Michigan Court System.” said Drerov SKy.
“They can also be tatlored o a teacher’s par-
teular concerns”
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